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Three of the chapters in this book appeared elsewhere between 2009-2013:
The Heart Bowed Down By Weight Of Woe was first published in Curtains

The Well Below was first published in The Well Below

In The Lap Of Lucifer was first published in Inside Outsiders

Chapter 4: In the Lap Of Lucifer contains extracts appropriated from Dear Patricia, The Sunday
Independent newspaper's advice column by clinical psychologist/agony aunt Patricia Redlich
(1940 -2011), and features drawings with likenesses based on action figures and dolls in turn based
on fictional characters from TV, film and books.

Chapter 3: When The Bells Justle contains a drawing of Dick Joynt's sculpture The Victors, and of the
ESAT Millennium Tower - designed by Price & Myers, Consultant Engineers
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- La Strada

- murder ballad The Well Below The Valley (AKA The Maid And The Palmer)
- Star Wars: A New Hope

- W.H. Auden’s The More Loving One

- James Joyce's Dubliners and Ulysses

- The Laurel-Hardy Murder Case

- Manhunter and The Silence Of The Lambs
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' CHAPTER ONE
ELL BELOW




TOM
WENDY? BENNETT. HI/

WENDY WE WENT 1O
BALSAM?P PRIMARY SCHOOL
TOGETHER.

T T

S
(

TOM. TOMMIE B/
MY VOLCANO MODEL
WON A HIGHLY
COMMENDED AWARD
AT THE YOUNG
SCIENTISTS

HAD A
MASSIVE CRUSH
ON YOU.
REMEMBER?

EXHIBITION.
Congrat-
ulations.
| BET
N 015.:5%5 YOU KEPT ALL
BUBIC THE PUBIC HAIR
AR, YES, | YOU WERE
THINK | STILL SENT/
HAVE IT AT HOME
pUBIC SOMEWHERE.

MUST
HAVE FIVE OR
SIX ENVELOPES
OF THE STUFF.

HAIRP!

HA/ YOU'VE
BEEN WAITING FOR
THE APPROPRIATE
ADVANCES IN THE
FIELD OF FORENSIC
INVESTIGATION!

WOW/

WE'RE REALLY

GETTING
ON/

I'LL NAIL
THE LITTLE
BASTARDS
EVENTUALLY/




ACTUALLY.
| WAS
MADLY IN

LOVE WITH
YOu.

| WAS
DEVASTATED
WHEN WE
ENDED UP IN
DIFFERENT

SECONDARY
SCHOOLS.

THAT MY
MEMORIES
OF YOU WILL
BE LOST TO
AN UP-
! DATING.

D TO

THIS
MEETING UP
WITH YOU WAS WL

INTO MY
ADULT
LIFE...

IN YOUR
RUINED ME ABSENCE |
ACADEMICALLY, JUST COULDN'T
TOO. YOU'D MOTIVATE HoLy/!
ALWAYS MYSELF. YOU HAD IT
BEEN MY SECRET BAD.
INCENTIVE FOR
DOING WELL.

SEPARATED.
THREE LITTLE
‘UNS.

WELL, NOT
SO LITTLE NOW.
THE OLDEST IS

DOING HIS
JUNIOR CERT
NEXT YEAR.

HOPING
YOU'D SUFFERED
SOME SORT OF
DEFORMING FACIAL
INJURY.

CHANCE.

you
SAID THAT
TO HERPP

| HAD 1O/
SHE WAS IN
MY APARTMENT.
WE'D EXCHANGED
PHONE
NUMBERS.

THEN | SAW

YOU EARLIER AND YOU'RE
REALISED THAT NOT oUT OF
MY LEAGUE.




I THINK SHE KNEW |
WAS JUST DOING THE
EMOTIONALLY UN-
AVAILABLE ROUTINE,
ANYWAY.

BUT

YOU TOLD
HER YOU WERE
DIVORCED.

AND
BEING MARRIED

ah YEAH,
| DIDN'T WANT TO
LOOK LIKE SOME
NEVER-LOVED
LOSER/!

WOULD HAVE
BEEN SLEAZY.

I'M NOT THE
SORT OF MAN
WHO CHEATS ON
HIS FICTIONAL
WIFE.

TOM,
YOU'RE A
HEADER.

e

STILL, WELL, THAT'S A
SEX WITH RELIEF. | WAS
YOUR CHILDHOOD BEGINNING TO
LOVE - YOU MUST THINK | DIDN'T
W ey o KNCYLML QN
YOURSELF. BROTHER.

WE DIDN'T KNOW WHAT
TO DO. | STILL HAVE
FEELINGS FOR THE LITTLE
GIRL SHE USED TO BE -
TOTALLY NON~SEXUAL,
YOU UNDERSTAND

AND | GUESS SHE
LIKED THE IDEA THAT
MY UNREQUITED LOVE
FOR HER HAD
SORT OF RUINED
MY LIFE.

re
L

E WERE IN
AGREEMENT THAT
ME TAKING A SHITE
ON HER WAS THE
LOGICAL NEXT

STEP IN OUR UN:
RELATIONSHIP.

@ Dublin Bus

==

OFTEN GAVE
MY AIMLESSNESS
DIRECTION. GAVE
MY LIFE A QUEST.




il
LIKABLE IN S
DOSES OR IN A

ONE-OFF

STRICTLY

ENCOUNTER.

MALL

AVOID HIM OR

HER FOR THE
REST OF MY
LIFE.

ST

I

Ul

SHIELD.

I'M NOT A
COPROPHILE
OR ANY=-

uh-oh,
WE'RE LOSING
E DEFLECTOR

SHIELD.

h=oh,
WE'RE LOSING
THE DEFLECTOR

TO MAKE THi
JUMP.

InNSNENENN)

I COULD NEVER BE CASUAL
ABOUT RECONNECTING
WITH A CLASSMATE AND

RUMMAGING THROUGH A
PAST I'VE INCREASINGLY

MYTHOLOGISED OVER

THE YEARS.

I'M IN THE
CHILDHOOD IS
LIKE A SECRET

CATEGORY.

BUT HOW
DID IT EVEN
PLAY OUT?

THE WOMAN IT DIDN'T
LAY ON HER BACK. HOPE yoU COME OUT ALL
| CROUCHED OVER WEREN'T SCUTTERY OR

HER STOMACH NERVOUS... MINCE-MEATY,
AREAa .. plp IT?

TROUT. A PINE
CONE. AND A

A BROWN

COUPLE OF
MALTESERS.

NEXT TIME | FEEL A
BOWEL~-MOVEMENT
COMING ON.

an

| DON'T THINK

SHE'D PUT-UP

WITH YOUR
SHITE!






